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A message from the  Office... 
 

We hope that everyone had a relaxing and recharging March Break!  We also hope 
that the cold winter is far behind us.  A reminder that as the weather warms, the field 
will become wet and muddy.  Please ensure that your child(ren) have a change of 
clothes.   
 

March 21st is recognized by the United Nations as ‘The International Day for the 
Elimination of Racism”.  As a diverse school and community we recognize that 
stereotypes and biases exist.  At Mackenzie Glen Public School we recognize and 
celebrate our diversity and similarities.  Our teachers do this in selecting resources 
for their instruction.  They choose texts that students can relate to and form a con-
nection to the text.  We strive to represent our students and their backgrounds in all 
that we do.  As part of the York Region District School Board’s commitment to Equity 
and Inclusive Education, we have an Inclusive Schools and Community Services 
team to support all of our students and their families.  Please see page  eight for fur-
ther details.   
 

Thank you to everyone who supported our Beach Bash Dance-a-thon!  It was a great 
success.  Even though this March was one of the coldest on record, we still found a 
way to bring the beach to Mac G! We raised over $6700.00, please see page four for 
a recap.   
 

Congratulations to a number of our staff who have recently completed their Mathe-
matics Additional Qualifications Course—Part One.  We had 22 teachers stay each 
Wednesday evening until 8:30 pm to receive their additional qualification in Math.  
We are proud of all their efforts and we celebrate their accomplishment!   
 

Finally, we hope to see everyone at our Amazing Race on April 9th!  This is an op-
portunity for students and their families to engage in math challenges from around 
the world.  Our goal is to show that math can be engaging and fun!   
 

Sincerely,  
 
Mr. B. Taha         &       Mrs. A. Rye-Brown 
Principal                      Vice Principal 

April  2015 

Mackenzie Glen Public School 
575 Melville Ave, Vaughan, Ontario L6A 2M4 
Tel:  (905) 417-9771        Fax:  (905) 417-8492 

e-mail: mackenzie.glen.ps@yrdsb.ca     @MackenzieGlenPS 

SCHOOL  
COUNCIL  
MEETING 

 

Thursday,  
April 16  

7:00 PM 
 

All Parents are   
welcome to attend 



Come and participate in a series of Family 
MATH CHALLENGES from each continent! 

To ensure you have time to complete all challenges, please arrive 
between 6:00 and 6:15 pm.  We hope to see you there! 



CONCUSSION MANAGEMENT 
 

A concussion is a brain injury that causes changes in how the brain functions and can lead to physical, cog-
nitive, emotional and behavioural symptoms.  Concussions are caused by either a direct blow to the head, 
face or neck or by a blow to the body that transmits a force to the head that causes the brain to move rapidly 
within the skull.   A concussion can happen anywhere including school. 
 

The York Region District School Board has introduced a new policy around concussion management.  This 
procedure outlines steps to be taken in developing an individual gradual return to learning and physical activ-
ity plan for a student following a diagnosed concussion.   
 

The school will continue to notify parents of any head injury.  Please note that if a student loses conscious-
ness, 911 is called immediately.  If a concussion is suspected, school staff will contact parents/emergency 
contacts and inform them of the following: 
1. They need to pick up their child. 
2. The child should be examined by a physician or nurse practioner as soon as possible. 
3. The child should be monitored for 24-48 hours, as symptoms and signs may take hours or days to 

emerge. 
 

Upon pick up, the parent will receive a Student Tracking for Concussion Management Form that must be 
completed by a physician or nurse practioner.  On this form, the medical professional will determine whether 
or not the student is diagnosed with a concussion.   
 

If the student does not have a concussion, the completed form must be returned to school with the student 
and the student is free to return to regular learning and physical activities.   
 

If a student is diagnosed with a concussion by a physician or nurse practioner, the school and family 
must follow the Concussion Management Protocol. 
 

Concussion Management Protocol (CMP)  STEPS: 
1. Diagnosed students must remain in this stage for 24-48 hours.  Physical rest at home is recommended.  Reduced 

light and noise levels are encouraged and activities that involve visual and auditory distractions and cognitive ex-
ertion must be avoided. 

2. A gradual re-introduction to regular level of light and other tasks that don't cause discomfort or involve cognitive 
exertion can begin to take place.  Exposure to screens and the use of personal electronic devices should con-
tinue to be avoided along with activities that demand increased mental effort.   

3. A monitored reintroduction to mild cognitive stress and limited exposure to visual distractions such as screens 
and personal electronics can begin in this stage.  Students and parents should be made aware of procedures for 
self monitoring of symptoms and if earlier symptoms return, the student returns to step 2.   

4. Students may initiate a return to school with a monitoring process in place. Gradual increased exposure to visual 
and auditory distractions can continue if concussion symptoms are not returning/worsening. Environmental ac-
commodations and limitations are likely still necessary at this stage.  

5. Duration of exposure to regular learning environments may still need to be limited based on levels of distraction 
and stimulation. Continued self-monitoring for symptoms is important. When student is symptom free they 
should return to a physician to be assessed and fill in Part 2: Medical Examination for Clearance Follow-
ing a Concussion Related Injury.  

6. Students should be comfortable and symptom-free while being able to return to regular volume of academic activ-
ity. Students may be introduced to individual sport-specific, non-contact exercises (eg. fitness circuits, ball drills, 
cooperative games) for 20-30 minutes. The time needed to progress through Step 6 will vary with the severity of 
concussion and the individual student. If the student continues to be symptom-free for a minimum of 24 hours, he/
she may proceed to Step 7. If symptoms of a concussion return, the student must discontinue activity and re-visit 
the previous steps of the CMP.  

7. Return to physical education, intramural and/or club activities where there is no opportunity for physical contact 
with opposing players. If symptoms of a concussion return, the student must discontinue activity and re-visit the 
recovery process. If student continues to be free of symptoms of a concussion, Parent/Guardian may give per-
mission for their child to return to full participation in contact sports without restrictions.  

8. The student may return to full participation in all physical activities. Parent/Guardian must complete and submit 
Part 3: Parental/Guardian Clearance to Return to Full Participation in Contact Sports with No Restrictions before 
the student can return to participation in contact sports with no restrictions.  

 

We want to work with students and parents to ensure the well-being and learning of students in implementing 
the new concussion management protocol.  This is a working document.  As such, this is in full implementa-
tion, and is open for comments and review.  Should you have any questions, please contact the school.   



BEACH BASH  
DANCE-A-THON 

 

Our Beach Bash Dance-a-thon was a huge success!  Thank you to all who participated!  Our grand 
total was $6750.00.  As an incentive, administration will be banished to the roof—we will just wait until 
spring for that!   
 

Justin and his team from Kidz dance studio ensured everyone was moving!  There were prize give-
aways to students participating.   
 

Congratulations to all of our winners!  Congratulations to Georgia in grade 2 who was our top fund-
raiser bringing in $660.00!  As the top fundraiser, she took home the iPad mini.  Our other prize win-
ners are as follows:  

The funds raised from this school initiated event will help support the purchase of additional technology 
to support student learning.  This technology will be used to refresh and add to our existing inventory of 
LCD projectors, laptops and Chromebooks.  Thank you all for your support!   

$50 Turtle Jacks Vanessa, 7A  Laser Tag Lucas, 1A 

Soccer Ball Gift Pack Milan, KD Children’s Playground  Theo, KB 

Rock Star at Lunch Neal, KB Cupcake Decorating Party Hayley, 5/6A 

Pizza Party Christina, 3B Gym for lunch Arefa, 3/4A 

Indigo Gift Cards  Kyra, 8B 
Hephzibah, 8A 
Tessa, 6B 
Natasha, 3/4A 

Menchies Gift Cards Evan Julius, 3B 
Talia, 6A 
Natalie, 7A 
Adrianna, 4A 
Patrick, KC 

iTunes Gift Cards  Kailen, 3B 
Lucas, 6B 
Kirisanth, 4/5A 
Hunsung, 2/3A 
Sofia, 3A 
Markos, 1A 

Cineplex Gift Cards  Sumeyye, 5/6A 
Christina, 3B 
Demetri, 8B 
Jeremy, 6B 
Tessa, 6B 

Sundae Party Gianna, 3B Helmet Gift Pack Josh, 1B 

Principal for the Day Hayley, 5/6A Vice Principal for the Day Fiona,4/5A 

Lunchtime Spa Party Hanna, KD Air Hog Launcher Gavin, 1A 

Origami Party David,  1B Justice Beach Towel  Sumeyye, 5/6A 

Private Movie Screening Dania, 2A   



Snowshoeing 
 
On the week leading to March Break, students had a 
chance to snowshoe during their physical education 
classes.  The snowshoes were loaned to the school 
by the YRDSB outdoor education centre.  Thank you 
to Mrs. Cogan for coordinating!  

The BIG CRUNCH! 
 

On Thursday, March 12, 
students at Mackenzie 
Glen Public School 
joined students across 
the province for the an-
nual BIG CRUNCH!     
 

The Big Crunch is organ-
ized to promote healthy 
eating habits among students and staff.   
 

Are You Planning on Moving? 

In planning for next year’s classes, it is most helpful to know if your child or children will 
be attending another school in September 2015 (high school not included).  If your child
(ren) will not be returning, please complete and return to the school office.  If your child 
currently attends Mackenzie Glen P.S. and you have moved out of the school’s atten-
dance area, please contact Mrs. Kemble at the school office. Mrs. Kemble will advise 
you on how to make arrangements for your child’s September placement at their new school.   

Student Name(s): ____________________________will not be returning to Mackenzie Glen PS 
 

in September 2015.                      Next School: __________________________________________ 

A reminder that parking is NOT  
PERMITTED in front of the school.  

This is a fire lane.   
 
We recently had a medical emer-
gency and First Response vehicles 
were unable to enter due to the 
number of parents dropping 
lunches off at 11:55 am.    
Bylaw 1-96 
 

World Autism Day 
Thursday, April 2, 2015 

 

Students and staff are encouraged to wear 
BLUE to show support for  

students with Autism.   

York Region District School Board  
Student Surveys 

 

In order to provide information for Board and School 
planning, York Region District School Board students 
in Grades 5 to 12 will be invited to participate in a 
school survey. The survey, which is anonymous and 
confidential, will be conducted from April 7 to May 
15, 2015 and will take place at school.   
 

The information from this survey will be used to iden-
tify areas to be addressed, monitor progress and plan 
strategies to support student achievement and well-
being.  Aligned with Board priorities, the survey will 
address topics including equity and inclusion, school 
safety, learning environment, student well-being and 
other priorities. If you have questions, please contact 
the school office. 



Be a Math Role Model 
Children learn by imitating the people around them. Imitating a parent’s positive attitude about education 
helps children develop healthy academic skills.   
 Talk out loud as you do everyday tasks. Talking out loud allows children to hear how you think and 

helps them develop important skills for “thinking things out” and solving problems. 
 

 Do informal math together. On rainy days, family evenings and vacation time, play math games such 
as Dino Math Tracks, Dominoes or Connect Four. Show your child that math is fun! 
 

 Parents worry about the amount of time that children spend on the computer and the quality of online 
content, but many educational web-based games, such as Mathfrog and Calculation Nation, encourage 
mathematical skills.  
 

 Watch educational television programs like The Prime Radicals on TVO or Cyberchase on PBS. These 
programs also have websites with activities to do together, including game apps, math crafts and 
songs.   

 Grocery stores are a great source of math lessons. For example, you can talk aloud about how to 
weigh fruit on a scale or how to estimate the total cost of groceries as you fill your cart . 

written by Lynda Colgan,  
Faculty of Education, Queen’s University  

Character Corner:  Integrity 

 

The Character Matters trait for the month of April is Integrity. Integrity is defined as a firm attachment to moral 
principles and to high standards. It is also defined as total honesty and sincerity. This character trait is an im-
portant one to teach our children. 
 

What is integrity? 
 Being honest and trustworthy 
 Maintaining steadfast adherence to a strict code of moral, ethical, or artistic values 
 Being consistently truthful, sincere and fair 
 

What does integrity look like/sound like? We encourage students to: 
 Tell the truth, even if it means admitting a mistake or knowing that it may not be accepted by others 
 Having the courage to do the right thing, even if it may mean losing a friend, or the acceptance of a 

peer group 
 Keeping a promise 
 Accepting the consequences when a mistake is made 
 

Integrity is doing the right thing, even if no one is watching. 
—Jim Stovall 



Our next Spirit Day is 

RODEO DAY! 
Friday, April 24, 2015 

 

Students and staff  are  
encouraged to dress in: 

Denim 
Plaid 

Cowboy/Cowgirl hats 
Anything western 

BE OUR GUEST! 
Mackenzie Glen PS Presents 

Thursday, May 7, 2015 
 

Featuring songs from the Academy Award-
winning animated feature.   

 
Ticketing information to follow.   

Progrant 
 

On Thursday, March 26, School Council organized a 
parenting workshop on Emotional Health and Well-
Being.  We were fortunate to have two guest speakers 
Dr. Natasha Browne, a private psychologist and Deb-
orah Manion of Blue Hills.  Parents had an opportunity 
to explore the issues around emotional health and the 
resources available to support themselves and their 
families.  Parents discussed common misconceptions 
and had an opportunity for a question and answer ses-
sion. 
 
The event was organized by the Mackenzie Glen 
School Council with funding through the Ontario Minis-
try of Education’s Parents Reaching Out Grant—PRO-
Grant.   Thank you to our organizing committee:  Jenni-
fer Shelton, Rosie Nyman, Carol Recine and Lisa 
Schlaich.  Thank you to all who attended!   
 

 
 
 
 



Inclusive Schools and Community Services 
 

Inclusive School and Community Services support schools in developing a learning and school environment 
that is respectful, supportive and welcoming to all. This includes building and maintaining strong partnerships 
with parents, community, community organizations and social service agencies to ensure the Board is able to 
meet the diverse needs of our school communities.  Inclusive Schools and Community Services is made up 
of three teams:   

Community Resource Facilitator Team 
This team has established relationships with our community partners and organizations which help them di-
rect schools toward programs and resources to support our students, parents and staff in the following ar-
eas:    
 Mental Health 
 Early years and transitions 
 Extracurricular 
 Community outreach, development and engagement 
 Nutrition 
 Parenting  
 
Reception Centre Team 
The Reception Centre helps families and students complete the necessary steps to register for and become 
part of their school community.   
 
Teacher Liaison Team 
This team works with school teachers and administrators to meet the diverse needs of students and families 
across the region. This includes fostering school-community relationships and supporting the implementation 
of inclusive curriculum. 
 
We help to enhance educational opportunities for all students to support their achievement and well-being 
by:  
 providing culturally responsive approaches to facilitate student and school-community engagement; 
 supporting teachers with the implementation of inclusive curriculum; 
 liaising with community organizations that are reflective of the many diverse populations in the board; 
assisting immigrant families to understand the Ontario/York Region school system. 
 
Each team provides specific supports and services for schools, students, staff, parents and/or community 
members. These resources help to ensure the Board is providing excellence in education by delivering equi-
table and inclusive education practices.  
 
For additional information about YRDSB’s Inclusive Schools and Community Services pleas visit the website: 

 
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/Departments/ISCS/Pages/default.aspx 

 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/Departments/ISCS/Pages/Reception-Centre.aspx�
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/Departments/ISCS/Pages/default.aspx�


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 4 

2 
 
 
 
Blue for Autism Day! 
Maundy Thursday 

Day 5 

3 
 
 
 
No School 
 
♦ Good Friday 
Mahavira Jayanti 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
♦ Pesach 

5 
 
 
Easter Sunday 
(Western) 
Palm Sunday 
(Eastern) 

6 
 
 
No School 

7 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 1 

8 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 2 

9 
 
 
 
 
Amazing Race! 

Day 3 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
♦ Holy Friday 

Day 4 

11 
 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
Easter Sunday 
(Eastern) 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
Saka 

Day 5 

14 
 
 
 
 
♦ Vaisakhi 
Chaitra New Year 

Day 1 

15 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 2 

16 
 
 
 
 

School Council 7pm 
Day 3 

17 
 
 
 
Vaughan 20 Minute 
Makeover 

Day 4 

18 

19 20 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 5 

21 
 
 
 

Hot Lunch Orders 
Due! 
♦ Ridvan 

Day 1 

22 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 2 

23 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 3 

24 
 
 
 
 
Rodeo Day! 

Day 4 

25 

26 27 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 5 

28 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 1 

29 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 2 

30 
 
 
 
 
 

Day 3 

  

To report your child’s  
absence, please call our      

attendance Line 

(905) 417-9771      
Leave a message at any time! 

  

Follow us:  
@MackenzieGlenPS 

Please note that 
the Mondays 
highlighted with a 
Hotdog are also 
Panzerotti days.   
 

Please note that 
the Wednesdays 
highlighted with a 
hamburger are 
also Pasta days.   

May  

18 Victoria Day—No School 

25, 26, 27 Grade 6 EQAO 

28 Welcome to Kindergarten 

APRIL 2015 


	CONCUSSION MANAGEMENT
	
A concussion is a brain injury that causes changes in how the brain functions and can lead to physical, cognitive, emotional and behavioural symptoms.  Concussions are caused by either a direct blow to the head, face or neck or by a blow to the body that transmits a force to the head that causes the brain to move rapidly within the skull.   A concussion can happen anywhere including school.
	
The York Region District School Board has introduced a new policy around concussion management.  This procedure outlines steps to be taken in developing an individual gradual return to learning and physical activity plan for a student following a diagnosed concussion.  
	The school will continue to notify parents of any head injury.  Please note that if a student loses consciousness, 911 is called immediately.  If a concussion is suspected, school staff will contact parents/emergency contacts and inform them of the following:
	They need to pick up their child.
	The child should be examined by a physician or nurse practioner as soon as possible.
	The child should be monitored for 24-48 hours, as symptoms and signs may take hours or days to emerge.
	Upon pick up, the parent will receive a Student Tracking for Concussion Management Form that must be completed by a physician or nurse practioner.  On this form, the medical professional will determine whether or not the student is diagnosed with a concussion.  
	If the student does not have a concussion, the completed form must be returned to school with the student and the student is free to return to regular learning and physical activities.  
	If a student is diagnosed with a concussion by a physician or nurse practioner, the school and family must follow the Concussion Management Protocol.
	Concussion Management Protocol (CMP)  STEPS:
	Diagnosed students must remain in this stage for 24-48 hours.  Physical rest at home is recommended.  Reduced light and noise levels are encouraged and activities that involve visual and auditory distractions and cognitive exertion must be avoided.
	A gradual re-introduction to regular level of light and other tasks that don't cause discomfort or involve cognitive exertion can begin to take place.  Exposure to screens and the use of personal electronic devices should continue to be avoided along with activities that demand increased mental effort.  
	A monitored reintroduction to mild cognitive stress and limited exposure to visual distractions such as screens and personal electronics can begin in this stage.  Students and parents should be made aware of procedures for self monitoring of symptoms and if earlier symptoms return, the student returns to step 2.  
	Students may initiate a return to school with a monitoring process in place. Gradual increased exposure to visual and auditory distractions can continue if concussion symptoms are not returning/worsening. Environmental accommodations and limitations are likely still necessary at this stage. 
	Duration of exposure to regular learning environments may still need to be limited based on levels of distraction and stimulation. Continued self-monitoring for symptoms is important. When student is symptom free they should return to a physician to be assessed and fill in Part 2: Medical Examination for Clearance Following a Concussion Related Injury. 
	Students should be comfortable and symptom-free while being able to return to regular volume of academic activity. Students may be introduced to individual sport-specific, non-contact exercises (eg. fitness circuits, ball drills, cooperative games) for 20-30 minutes. The time needed to progress through Step 6 will vary with the severity of concussion and the individual student. If the student continues to be symptom-free for a minimum of 24 hours, he/she may proceed to Step 7. If symptoms of a concussion return, the student must discontinue activity and re-visit the previous steps of the CMP. 
	Return to physical education, intramural and/or club activities where there is no opportunity for physical contact with opposing players. If symptoms of a concussion return, the student must discontinue activity and re-visit the recovery process. If student continues to be free of symptoms of a concussion, Parent/Guardian may give permission for their child to return to full participation in contact sports without restrictions. 
	The student may return to full participation in all physical activities. Parent/Guardian must complete and submit Part 3: Parental/Guardian Clearance to Return to Full Participation in Contact Sports with No Restrictions before the student can return to participation in contact sports with no restrictions. 
	We want to work with students and parents to ensure the well-being and learning of students in implementing the new concussion management protocol.  This is a working document.  As such, this is in full implementation, and is open for comments and review.  Should you have any questions, please contact the school.  
	Snowshoeing
	The BIG CRUNCH!
	
On Thursday, March 12, students at Mackenzie Glen Public School joined students across the province for the annual BIG CRUNCH!    
	The Big Crunch is organized to promote healthy eating habits among students and staff.  
	A reminder that parking is NOT 
	PERMITTED in front of the school.  This is a fire lane.  
	We recently had a medical emergency and First Response vehicles were unable to enter due to the number of parents dropping lunches off at 11:55 am.   
	Bylaw 1-96
	Progrant
	
On Thursday, March 26, School Council organized a parenting workshop on Emotional Health and Well-Being.  We were fortunate to have two guest speakers Dr. Natasha Browne, a private psychologist and Deborah Manion of Blue Hills.  Parents had an opportunity to explore the issues around emotional health and the resources available to support themselves and their families.  Parents discussed common misconceptions and had an opportunity for a question and answer session.

The event was organized by the Mackenzie Glen School Council with funding through the Ontario Ministry of Education’s Parents Reaching Out Grant—PRO-Grant.   Thank you to our organizing committee:  Jennifer Shelton, Rosie Nyman, Carol Recine and Lisa Schlaich.  Thank you to all who attended!  
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